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connector assembly that includes features for achieving positive engagement of the connector assembly to the cable and which includes novel means for
maintaining optical connection between the connector assembly and the fiber optic cable. Cable assemblies are commonly utilized in data communications

systems in which a number of signal conductors are terminated to corresponding terminals of the connector assembly. The terminals of the connector
assembly are secured to the ends of the cables. Such connector assemblies may be incorporated into the backplane of a computer and into the blade or other

circuitry associated with the computer. In these situations, the cable is terminated to the connector assembly by terminating the cable to the backplane or
circuitry of the blade. The connector assembly may be terminated to the cable by various processes. For example, mass termination methods may be utilized

in which clips, screws, or the like, engage the connector assembly to the cable. In situations where the termination needs to be made with precision, a
manual precision termination procedure may be utilized. In situations where the termination is to be made automatically, an external termination method
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connector assembly with a retaining member for retaining a fiber optic lens in engagement with the connector. The present invention is directed to
improvements in cable assemblies in general and, in particular, to cable assemblies that are designed for use with multiconductor optical fiber cables.
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