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spending the last week in

California, I've realized
three of the most

important rules for getting
around: Rule #1: Your

windshield will be
smashed. It's insane. There

are no elevators or
escalators. But buses and
taxis run straight up and
down. And the drivers are

everywhere. The taxis
have their own driver with
an iPad for navigation. I
asked one of them for

directions. He gave me the
name of an app. I could
have used Google Maps,
but I was already on the

iPad. As the taxi
disappeared around the

corner I noticed the driver
had the app on his face. I
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was hit on the side of my
head. So many apps. You

have to be on top of them.
Rule #2: Pull over to the

side of the street. This is a
lot more difficult than it
sounds. I realize, at this
point, that the traffic is

worse than ever, but there
are fewer lanes in the

downtown area. There will
be no one behind you. This

seems to be true in
general: the streets are
packed with people. You

can stand in the
intersection and not feel

one shred of fear. You can
drive in a circle for five

minutes and not get
anywhere. So pull over and

wait for a bus or an
accident. Rule #3: Don't

get killed. That's not
hyperbole. Drivers will do
whatever they can to get
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to where they're going.
The vehicles we were in
were ludicrous in their
disregard for speed or

morals. And lots of people
ride their bikes. It's

remarkable to watch.
They're zipping

everywhere, even on
superblocks. The sidewalks

are now separated from
the street by bike lanes. So
it doesn't matter if you're
on the sidewalk, just don't

get hit by a car. I'm not
going to outline all the

rules, because there are
too many. I'll merely

mention some: Rule #1:
Take the bus. Most of the
lines are free on Sundays,

so that's 0cc13bf012
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