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pat wanders 'round the world trying to teach
languages I’m not interested in teaching my

second language, but I enjoy observing
native speakers. And I’ve discovered that

many of them use the exclamation point in
an odd way. For instance, if you visit Japan in

the winter, there are many people on the
street wearing thick gloves. They look like
something a game-show host might wear.
But when you talk to them, they will often

exclaim the whole sentence with the
exclamation point and an “awesome” sign! A

quick Google search turned up several
YouTube videos where Japanese people tell
you it’s the weather that’s “awesome!” The

idea being that it’s a special kind of weather,
and if the exclamation point comes up, it’s
something you should recognize. I’m not
really sure what’s going on. But I love the

idea that the Japanese are like me – it’s the
fact that the entire exclamation point comes
out when you do something awesome that I

think is so clever! *** If you go to the
homepage of this blog, you will see a link to
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“Back in the day…”. “Back in the day” was
the title of the last blog post – which is all

about how a woman’s exclamation mark can
be different from a man’s. I thought it might
be fun to take some of the different types of
exclamation points in use around the world,
and see if I can make a comparison between
them. I will then look at the world today and

see what exclamation points people are
using and why. I’m interested in the cultural

history of exclamation points, and where
they came from. Does anyone know? It’s a

fascinating story, and
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