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not had her period for a year, said that while she was given hormone injections, her vaginal walls
were crushed to improve the blood flow. “There was no pain as the vaginal muscles were crushed to
improve the blood flow to help the embryo settle at the right time in the womb. After that, | stopped
bleeding. The following month when | went for the check-up, the doctor could not locate the foetus,”
she said. “The doctor was shocked to see that the foetus was dead. After birth, she told me that the
female always wears undergarments. | had never thought of wearing a veil after marriage. That’s
how | got to know how it feels to be widowed at young age,” the Jafaria woman added. “l was in
shock. | spent hours crying and did not eat anything. | was completely shattered. | had to be taken to
Delhi. | had to rush back home to attend to my husband. It was a rough time for me. | never thought
that the child | was carrying would turn out to be a boy,” she added. The woman had her period
about one and a half years later. “I didn’t even go to see a doctor. | just took some pills from a
pharmacist. | had hurt myself while chopping vegetables a year back and that’s why | took the
medicine. But this time, | felt pain for the first time. | went to the doctor and was shocked to find out
that | was pregnant. It was a blessing in disquise,” she said. “But not everyone says | should
celebrate this. | used to wake up around 1lam, look at my husband sleeping beside me and think
what a beautiful life | was leading. | then got sad when | would look at him and think what life will be
like if the baby is not born,” she said. When
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