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content. during the initial screening period. This is due to several factors: In Taiwan, the common
disease is chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, which is easily found among the elderly. For

the chronic disease in our cohort, we may introduce the endpoint of disease course.Second, only
hospitalized patients were included in the study; the screening for non-hospitalized patients was

completed by contacting patients' regular physicians. This may lead to selection bias and
inaccurate results.Third, we did not perform dynamic measurement of lung function after the

initial screening; the baseline LOS and LSM values were used to predict their values after
approximately two years in the follow-up period. Therefore, the difference between the two

groups should be interpreted cautiously. Fourth, the data is collected by a cohort-like design; we
cannot know whether the patients will receive treatment if they are enrolled in the cohort. Lastly,
our study was conducted in a single center. Although our study included consecutive cases, the

results may not be generalized to the entire population. In summary, we found LSM to be an
efficient tool in estimating the prognosis of patients with COPD when compared to the baseline
FEV1. For certain subgroups of patients, we recommend using the combination of baseline FVC,
FVC decline rate, and baseline LSM to increase the accuracy of LSM. Further studies should be
conducted to identify other predictors to use with LSM. The authors appreciate the work of the
members of the Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease Clinic in Kaohsiung Veterans General
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Hospital. Special thanks go to Ms. Ye-Shen Chen for her help in data processing and maintaining
the database. Also, Dr. Chin-Yu Chen for her assistance in proof-reading the manuscript.

**Disclosure** The authors report no conflicts of interest in this work. ![Kaplan--Meier plot of
survival in the LSM group, the FEV1 group, and the FEV1/FVC group.\ **Note:** Log-rank test of

the Kaplan--Meier plot showed that the log-rank test *P*-value was 0.003, and the LSM group had
a longer survival than the FEV1 group and the FEV1/FVC group (*P*\
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