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1.Concern over a lack of California water
resources has risen in the face of drought
conditions and the reduced snowpack, but
increased efforts to improve conditions and
efforts to keep more water from going to
the ocean could have the opposite effect.
California’s runoff in the late spring is
increasingly diminished as the state
continues to face its third year of drought,
putting an increase in water demand and a
potential rise in imports to the state at risk.
The state’s water storage in reservoirs is
rapidly approaching the lowest levels of the
year, and snowpack levels — the root of
California’s water supply — are down by as
much as 30 percent. The rain in the
Southland that usually falls in the late
spring and early summer is also down,
though decelerating, by as much as 20
percent from the average amount since
2010. If heavy winter rains persist in
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California this winter, the state could see
more than a one-third increase in
precipitation by spring, but that will
probably not come close to keeping up with
the state’s need for water. As water pumps
to the Southland continue to keep pace
with demand, there’s not enough left for
the rest of the state. “The amount of water
we get in the spring is less than it used to
be,” said Scott McGuire, a researcher at
the University of California, Davis,
Department of Water Resources. The
state’s average spring runoff is down about
a third in the past five years, he said, but
more snow in the northern part of the
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