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4. 3.3k votes, 479 comments. 19.1m members in the books community. This is a moderated subreddit. It is our intent and purpose to foster and encourage â€¦ 4.The end of a rainbow in Pristina: ending a year of violence and exile, then home at last At first glance, it was a nondescript building in the middle of nowhere. But its bright windows appeared to be calling to
the new-born wind of freedom and opportunity. At first glance, it was a nondescript building in the middle of nowhere. But its bright windows appeared to be calling to the new-born wind of freedom and opportunity. It was springtime 2005. The sun was still fiercely hot, but the air was softly warm. The building was a block of flats in Pristina, now called Mitrovica,

which had not been liberated for days. It had been the site of one of the worst urban conflicts in Europe since the Second World War. The buildings still bore scars. Bullet holes, bombings, shells. And yet, even amid so much destruction and violence, someone had planted a rose bush. And now, we were drawn to this rosebush. It was impossible not to look over it and
think, would there ever be an end to the suffering of the city? Would it ever be put behind us? And as we stood there, a group of elderly Kosovars gathered around us. They had spent the year inside, having only opened their windows and gone out to reach the freedom of the yard. But now they wanted to hear about something else: about hope, freedom and life.

They told us that in 2002, the block of flats was invaded by Serb forces. The occupiers broke doors and windows, looted the rooms, broke down the partitions and fired guns into the air. But even this was not enough for them to stay. They left, and were gone for weeks. As fate would have it, some of us from Human Rights Watch who had been visiting the area were
evacuated from the city that morning. As we drove out of Mitrovica in a UN convoy, we passed the building again. And when we saw the roses and the peacefulness, we cried. Now, they could play in the yard. And the Old People could look back on the year past and see freedom and c6a93da74d
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